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Nuclear Age Peace Foundation 32nd Evening For Peace

Setsuko Thurlow To Be Honored

C

By Mark Whitehurst, PhD / CASA

all we know, this mentality, this dependence on nuclear weapons is
unforgivable and unacceptable.

OMPELLED BY HER MEMORIES OF NUCLEAR
DESTRUCTION, Setsuko Thurlow has become an
international advocate for nuclear disarmament. She will
be recognized and honored by the Nuclear Age Peace
Foundation at their 32nd annual Evening For Peace on October
25th at the Four Seasons Biltmore.
Thurlow took time to grant Casa Magazine an interview via
email and shared her thoughts about a lifetime living with her
memories and the images from surviving the nuclear bombing of
her beloved Hiroshima, Japan, in August of 1945.

CASA: How has the United Nations assisted in the gathering of
nations to sign the disarmament treaty?

CASA: From where do you draw your strength?
Thurlow: After crawling out from the rubble of a collapsed
building, I saw streams of ghostly ﬁgures, slowly shuﬄing from
the centre of the city towards the nearby hills. They did not look
like human beings; their hair stood straight up, their clothes were
tattered or they were naked; they were bleeding, burned, blackened,
and swollen. Parts of their bodies were missing, ﬂesh and skin
hanging from their bones, some with their eyeballs hanging in their
hands, and some with their stomachs burst open, with intestines
hanging out. We students joined the ghostly procession, carefully
stepping over the dead and dying. There was a deathly silence
broken only by the moans of the injured and their pleas for water.

Thurlow: The United Nations has a mandate for disarmament.
This is enshrined in the UN Charter, “to save future generations
from the scourge of war.” However, in 45 years since the Nuclear
Non Proliferation Treaty was ﬁrst introduced, we have seen little
progress. In spite of the years of increasing frustration over this lack
of action for nuclear abolition, for the ﬁrst time I feel most hopeful
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From Hope to Action

After such an experience, I had to seek meaning for everything. I
was full of questions. I sought answers for the pain and agony I had
felt and witnessed. My unforgettable memories are a motivating
force, as well as the selﬂess, courageous people who were
desperately trying to assist fellow human beings — these things
drive me to speak out on the evil of nuclear weapons.
CASA: What has been the most eﬀective method of raising
awareness of the need to disarm nuclear weapons?
Thurlow: I do not have a special technique. I share my memories.
I share the facts. It is reality-based and honest. What I share is
not a theory or an abstraction. I am a human voice and face to
what happened in Hiroshima on August 6th 1945. I try to make
my past experience relevant to peoples’ lives today. For example,
I speak about the folly of war; spending billions on weapons that
cause untold destruction while squandering resources for schools,
hospitals, housing homeless people and helping care for our
environment. I urge people to take appropriate action... and to get
rid of these monstrous things called nuclear weapons — get rid of
all of them.
CASA: How do you bring remembrance together with
forgiveness?

Courtesy of Setsuko Thurlow

Thurlow: To me the evil of the nuclear age, is not just Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, but over the past 70 years, without regret or remorse,
Nuclear Weapon States continue to create the conditions for the
extinction of people and the planet. To depend on nuclear weapons
through the practice of deterrence is totally evil and intolerable.
Unfortunately, therefore, forgiveness does not come easily for me.
As I always say to students when they ask me, “have you forgiven
Americans?” — it was a small group of decision makers in the
United States that made that choice. American citizens were in the
dark like all of us. But to continue to depend on deterrence after
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